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I am posting this from another Dane group because i think its a great way to find a GOOD yet Economical dry kibble for our Danes. It is very much still a work in process and I’m sure that they would love to hear some good constructive criticism and some insights...I’m very sure some "Hey that’s Neat!" would be much appreciated! 

here it is without further adieu: 

Start with a grade of 100:
For every listing of "by-product", subtract 10 points 

For every non-specific animal source ("meat" or "poultry", meat, meal or fat) reference, subtract 10 points 

For every grain "mill run" or non-specific grain source, subtract 5 points 

If the food contains BHA, BHT, or ethoxyquin, subtract 5 points 

If the same grain ingredient is used 2 or more times in the first five ingredients (i.e. "ground brown rice", "brewer’s rice", "rice flour" are all the same grain), subtract 5 points 

If the protein sources are not meat meal and there are less than 2 meats in the top 3 ingredients, subtract 3 points 

If it contains ground corn or whole grain corn, subtract 3 points 

If corn is listed in the top 5 ingredients, subtract 2 more points 

If the food contains any animal fat, subtract 2 points 

If it contains wheat (unless you know that your dog isn’t allergic to wheat), subtract 2 points 

If it contains soy or soybeans, subtract 2 points 

If it contains salt, subtract 1 point 

Extra Credit: 

If any of the meat sources are organic, add 5 points 

If the food is endorsed by any major breed group or nutritionist, add 5 points 

If the food is baked not extruded, add 5 points 

If the food contains probiotics, add 3 points 

If the food contains fruit, add 3 points 

If the food contains vegetables (NOT corn or other grains), add 3 points 

If the food contains barley, add 2 points 

If the food contains flax seed oil (not just the seeds), add 2 points 

If the food contains oats or oatmeal, add 1 point 

If the food contains sunflower oil, add 1 point 

For every different specific animal protein source (other than the first one; count "chicken" and "chicken meal" as only one protein source, but "chicken" and "turkey" as 2 different sources; do not count eggs), add 1 point 

If it contains glucosamine and chondroitin, add 1 point 

94-100+ = A
86-93 = B
78-85 = C
70-77 = D
<70 + F 

This is meant as a guideline only. If your dog is currently on a food that meets his or her needs, then that's the important thing! But if you're looking for a change, this gives a way of evaluating different foods on the same scale. And, some of these criteria are based on allergens (wheat, corn, and soy); if your dog is not allergic to these items, you don't have to consider that criterion. i believe corn should still remain a factor even if your dog does not have allergies to it, however, because corn is not digestible to any animal and is really nothing but a cheap filler. But if your dog has no allergies to corn (skin problems, foot licking or biting, hot spots can be signs of grain allergy), then feel free to reduce the impact of that ingredient. 

Here's how some major popular foods rated: 

Eagle Pack Holistic: 119
Wellness Super5Mix Chicken: 117
Chicken Soup for the Adult Dog Lover's Soul: 109
Canidae: 100
Eagle Pack Natural: 94
Eagle Pack Large and Giant Breed Puppy: 94
Flint River Ranch: 92 (non-specific fat source)
Nutro Chicken, Rice, & Oatmeal: 85 (non-specific fat source)
Eukanuba Large Breed Adult: 83
Iams Large Breed: 83
Science Diet Large Breed: 68
Pro Plan All Breed: 68
Pedigree Complete Nutrition: 42 
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